MADAME CURIE
essentials* A charwoman did the heavy work, a maid of all
work prepared the meals and brought the dishes to the table.
She beheld the absorbed faces of her strange employers with
amazement and waited in vain for some flattering remark on
the roast or the mashed potatoes.
One day, unable to stand it any longer, the honest creature
stopped before Pierre and demanded in a firm voice his
opinion of the beefsteak he had just eaten with appetite. But
the answer left her perplexed.
"Did I eat a beefsteak?" the scientist murmured. Then he
added conciliatorily: "It's quite possible."
Even at periods of great overwork Marie reserved time for the
care of her children. Her work obliged her to entrust her
daughters to servants, but until she had verified on her own
account that Ir&ne and Eve had slept and eaten well, that they
were washed and combed, had no colds or ills of any sort, she
was never at ease. For that matter, even if she had been less
attentive Ir&ne would have known how to remind her. Ir&ie
was a despotic child. She took jealous possession of her mother
and barely allowed her to care for "the little one." In the
winter Marie made long journeys across Paris to discover the
pippins and bananas which her elder child consented to eat,
and without which she did not dare go home.
The couple spent most of their evenings in dressing gowns
and slippers, going through scientific publications or scribbling
complicated calculations in their notebooks. Even so, they were
to be seen at exhibitions of painting, and seven or eight times a
year they permitted themselves two hours at a concert or the
theatre.
There were wonderful actors in Paris at the beginning of the
century. Pierre and Marie watched for the occasional appear-
ances of Eleanora Duse, The eloquence of Mounet-Sully and
the art of Sarah Bernhardt touched them less than the natural
playing of Julia Bartet and Jeanne Granier or the power of
Lucien Guitry.
They followed the "advanced" productions, which have
always had the favour of university people. At the Theatre de